
NOTICE OF DECISIONS AGREED AT THE BEE NETWORK COMMITTEE 

HELD ON THURSDAY, 25TH JANUARY, 2024  

 

PRESENT: 

Eamonn O’Brien (in the Chair) Bury 

GM Mayor Andy Burnham  GMCA 

Councillor Howard Sykes Oldham 

Councillor John Walsh Bolton 

Councillor Sean Fielding Bolton 

Councillor Alan Quinn Bury 

Councillor Phil Burke Rochdale  

Councillor Mike McCusker Salford 

Councillor Grace Baynham Stockport 

Councillor Aidan Williams Trafford 

Councillor Jan Jackson Tameside 

Councillor John Vickers Wigan 

 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE: 

Eamonn Boylan GMCA 

Dame Sarah Storey  GMCA 

Melinda Edwards GMCA 

Ninoshka Martins GMCA 

Lucy Prince GMCA 

Gareth Parkin  GMP 

Peter Boulton TfGM  

Julie Reide  TfGM 

Danny Vaughan  TfGM 

Simon Elliot TfGM 

Chris Barnes TfGM 

Alison Chew TfGM 

Alex Cropper TfGM 

Martin Lax TfGM 

Steve Warrener TfGM 

James Baldwin TfGM 

  



TRAIN OPERATING COMPANIES (TOCs) IN ATTENDANCE: 

Andy Mellor Avanti West Coast  

Chris Jackson  TransPennine Express 

Kara Woods Network Rail  

Craig Harrop  Northern Rail  

 

 

1.  APOLOGIES 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Elaine Taylor, Dan Costello, 

Tracey Rawlins, James Gartside, Paul Prescott, Warren Bray and Hamid Khurram.  

 

 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

 That it be noted that as an employee of Keolis Amey Metrolink, Councillor Phil 

Burke declared a prejudicial interest in item 6 – Bikes on Metrolink Policy. 

 

 

3.  CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT BUSINESS 

 

 RESOLVED/- 

 

1. That it be noted that TfGM has finalised the contractual details with KAM and 

has welcomed an extension to the Metrolink Operations and Maintenance 

contract with KeolisAmey Metrolink Ltd (KAM), which would see the company 

continue to operate and maintain the UK’s largest tram network from July 2024 

until July 2027. 

 

2. That it be noted that a letter has been issued to Mark Harper, Secretary of 

State for Transport issued requesting an urgent update of Department for 

Transport (DfT) Circular 01/2007:  Use of speed and red-light cameras. 

 

3. That it be noted that a meeting has been arranged with the Chief Constable to 

discuss the challenges and opportunities of developing and taking forward a 



locally agreed approach prior to the DfT publishing a refreshed Circular and 

develop a plan to deliver Greater Manchester’s ambition for Vision Zero. 

 

4. That it be noted that the second tranche of bus franchising was due to 

commence on Sunday 24th March.  

 

5. That the update in relation to Tranche 1 services be noted.  

 

6. That it be noted that data relating to the punctuality of buses on the Bee 

Network would be published on X (formerly called twitter) on a weekly basis. 

 

 

4.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14 DECEMBER 2023 

 

 RESOLVED/- 

 

That the minutes of the Bee Network Committee held on 14 December 2023 be 

approved as a correct record. 

 

 

5.  VISION ZERO DRAFT STRATEGY APPROVAL 

 

 RESOLVED/- 

 

1. That the contents of the strategy be noted. 

2. That the draft Vision Zero Strategy and the commencement of a period of 

engagement with stakeholders and the public be endorsed. 

3. That it be noted that a supporting Action Plan would be developed and brought 

to this Committee following the period of stakeholder and public engagement 

on the strategy. 

4. That it be noted that the finalised Vision Zero Strategy and Action Plan would 

be reported to Bee Network Committee and then to the GMCA for formal 

adoption and approval in November 2024. 



 

6.  BIKES ON METROLINK POLICY 

 

 RESOLVED/- 

 

1. That the contents of the report be noted. 

 

2. That the proposal of a guided pilot to test various scenarios for the carriage of 

non-folding bikes on Metrolink be endorsed. 

 

3. That it be noted that a further report would be presented to the Bee Network 

Committee in summer 2024 on the outcomes of the pilot, together with ongoing 

technical studies, and proposals on as to how to safely enable the carriage of 

non-folding bikes on Metrolink. 

 
 

 

7.  GREATER MANCHESTER RAIL UPDATE 

 

 RESOLVED/- 

 

1. That the performance of the Greater Manchester rail network be noted. 

 

2. That the progress of the capital rail delivery programme be noted.  

 

3. That the following updates in relation to the capital rail delivery programme be 

noted: 

 

a)  Work was underway with Stockport and Wigan Council to develop 

proposals for a new rail station in Cheadle and in Golborne. 

 

b)  The current proposal for Golborne Station, subject to a public consultation 

that commenced on 4th January 2024, was to build a new station near to 

the site of the previous Golborne Station which would have an hourly 

service between Wigan and Stalybridge; and the relevant documentation 

required to secure Government approval of the Outline Business Case for 



the scheme would be submitted to the Department for Transport (DfT) for 

review by the end of January 2024. 

 

c)  That the following works were noted as part of the Access for All 

programme:  

• The commencement of detailed design works on Daisy Hill and Irlam 

stations with completion and handover expected in early 2025 and;  

• The conclusion of the outline design for Swinton and Next Tranche 

stations (Reddish North, Hindley, Bryn) with detailed design work set to 

commence early 2024 with overall completion expected in 2027, 

subject to railway possessions and access be received and; 

• In terms of minor accessibility intervention, the installation of Customer 

Information Systems (CIS) in 14 GM stations were underway with 

expected completion by the end of March 2024; the installation of the 

access ramp at Bredbury Station had been completed and the drop off 

work at Rose Hill Station was currently underway with expected 

completion by the end of February 2024. 

 

d)  Following delays to the enhancement scheme for Salford Central Station, 

work was now planned to commence from early 2025 for 10 weeks. 

 

e)  Heaton Chapel, Altrincham, and Trafford Park were identified as stations 

with buildings that could be redeveloped and brought back into use. 

 

f) Redevelopment masterplans were now in place for Stockport, Stalybridge, 

and Rochdale Station. 

 

4. That the progress of strategic rail programme be noted. 

 

5. That the following updates in relation to the strategic rail programme be noted 

as below:  

 

a) Following the publication of the Williams Shapps Plan for Rail in 2021 and 

the subsequent creation of the Great British Railways Transition Team 

(GBRTT), a Trailblazer partnership has been set-up between Greater 



Manchester and GBRTT. 

 

b) That work was underway to develop a prospectus for the 6 central stations 

within Manchester and Salford, along with proposals for an enhanced station 

at Stockport as part of the Mayoral Development Corporation (MDC) be 

noted.  

 

c) To support the GM-GBR’s Fares, Ticketing and Retail (FTR) programme 

roll-out and the Trailblazer Devolution Deal commitment of integrating rail 

into the Bee Network by 2030, a Customer Integration Delivery Group 

(CIDG) consisting of industry partners (GBRTT, DfT, Network Rail, Northern 

and Transpennine) has been set up to support the delivery of this vision. 

 

d) Two main strategic rail studies ‘The North of England Freight Routing study’ 

and ‘The 7-Day Railway study’ were currently in progress and on completion 

would be utilised to understand the priority areas for rail service 

improvements. 

 

e) Further strategic and delivery programmes were being led by the rest of the 

rail industry, including the Hope Valley line upgrades let by Network Rail and 

TransPennine Route upgrades were noted. 

 

 

8.  TRANSPORT CAPITAL PROGRAMME 

 

 RESOLVED/- 

 

1. That the current position in relation to CRSTS1 and CRSTS2 be noted. 

 

2. That the intended submission of the Outline Business Case for the new 

Golborne Station project to the Department for Transport (DfT) in January 2024 

be noted. 

 

3. That the drawdown of £0.72m of CRSTS funding to enable progression of the 

‘Improving Journeys – Orbital Bus Routes: Pedestrian Crossing Upgrades’ 



scheme – to upgrade existing pedestrian crossings across the Improving 

Journeys: Orbital Bus Route corridors be approved; and 

 

4. That it be noted that the GMCA would be recommended to approve the 

addition to, and the subsequent drawdown from, the 2023/24 Capital 

Programme of £4.438m for local highways maintenance activities, noting the 

split between Local Authorities based on the previously agreed (GMCA 26 May 

2023) core maintenance allocations. 

 
 

9.  DATES & TIMES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

 • 22 February; 2 - 4 PM 

• 21 March; 2 - 4 PM 

 

 

 

A link to the full agenda and papers can be found here:  Browse meetings - Bee 

Network Committee - Greater Manchester Combined Authority (greatermanchester-

ca.gov.uk)  

 

This decision notice was issued Monday, 29 January 2024 on behalf of Julie Connor, 

Secretary to the Greater Manchester Combined Authority, Broadhurst House, 56 

Oxford Street, Manchester M1 6EU.  The deadline for call in of the attached decisions 

is 4.00pm on Monday, 5 February 2024. 

 

Call-In Process 

 

In accordance with the scrutiny procedure rules, these decisions would come into 

effect five days after the publication of this notice unless before that time any three 

members of the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committee decides to call-in a 

decision. 

 

Members must give notice in writing to the Chief Executive that they wish to call-in a 

decision, stating their reason(s) why the decision should be scrutinised.  The period 

https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=442
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=442
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=442


between the publication of this decision notice and the time a decision may be 

implemented is the ‘call-in’ period. 

 

Decisions which have already been considered by an Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee, and where the GMCA’s decision agrees with the views of the Overview 

and Scrutiny Committee may not be called in. 


